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50 years – and celebrating! 

 

  
Next year, 2019, marks the 50th anniversary of Schuss Ski Club and our original lodge at Mt 
Buller (above). To celebrate our half century, we are planning a gala event, possibly at Buller, 
and also considering a name change for the club. See details below. Photo courtesy Brian Angus 
 

ALSO IN THIS EDITION: 
– 20% discount for opening weekend! 
– All the news from our Adelaide AGM 
– Review of winter lodge tariffs 
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Winter opening: 20% off at all lodges  
Buller’s high-tech snow guarantee for Queen’s birthday 
 
SCHUSS News, as a general rule, does not get over-excited about 
pre-winter snowfalls. From long experience, we have seen many 
false dawns – a big snow dump in April or May, only to see it melt 
or wash away under balmy skies in the lead-up to the Queen’s 
birthday opening weekend. 
 
So as we go to press in mid- May, we are suitably circumspect 
about what has fallen on the ground so far (a few centimetres, well 
short of the 50+ centimetres that the weather bureau forecast last 
week). But here’s something to stick our neck out about: after 
further trials of Buller’s new refrigerated snowmaking system in 
April (pictured right) – a system that, it is claimed, can produce 
piles of white stuff in temperatures of up to 14 degrees Celsius – we are putting our reputation, such as it is, on 
the line and predicting with confidence there will be skiable/boardable snow at Mt Buller on opening weekend. 
 
To back up our prediction, and to encourage you to head for the hills, the club is offering 20 per cent off our 
already low regular winter low season bed rates for members, affiliates and guests for the long weekend nights 
of 8-9-10 June. The discount applies at all three Schuss lodges in Mt Buller, Falls Creek and Thredbo. 
 
Realistically, the chances of top-to-bottom powder at any Australian resorts on opening weekend are remote, 
even after the wintery blast in early May. But more often than not, there is at least something on upper and 
middle slopes to sate your appetite. If snow hasn’t been falling from the sky, there are usually enough cold 
nights in late May and early June to enable the snow machines to produce a skiable cover.   
 
Conditions aside, you can be assured of a good time. Each of the resorts has organised an extensive activity and 
party schedule, along with lift and lesson discount deals, for the long weekend. Thredbo, for example, is offering 
three-day lift passes for $178. Our resident lodge managers will be heading for the hills in the days preceding 
the weekend, cranking up the log fires and looking forward to hosting you. What are you waiting for? 
 
To book your Queen’s Birthday long weekend snow trip at any of the Schuss lodges, go to schuss.com.au,  email 
bookings@schuss.com.au or phone our booking secretaries, Andrew and Meryl Briggs, on 1300 651 642. 

Finishing touches for Thredbo revamp 
 

WORKS associated with the 
redevelopment of Schuss Lodge 
Thredbo have continued into 
autumn 2018, with completion 
of a stylish new lodge entrance 
(right) and a mandatory upgrade 
to fire escape infrastructure.  
The new entrance shelter will 
spare future lodge visitors from 
the time-honoured ritual of 
being pelted by rain or snow 
while fumbling for the door code.  
 
Visitors to the lodge this winter will also notice a new flight of 
landscaped fire escape steps from level 2 to just below the car park (seen 
under construction in April, left), as well as additional stair rails inside 
the lodge. The legal requirement for a fire protection upgrade was 
triggered by our major renovation of the lodge over the past two years.  
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50 YEARS OF SCHUSS 

Half-century celebration plan 
Buller lodge party, club name change mooted 
 
NEXT year will be the 50th anniversary of the establishment of 
Schuss Ski Club and its first lodge at Mt Buller. It was back in 
1969 when a group of ski enthusiasts, mostly medicos from 
Adelaide, pooled their passion, resources and energy to launch 
what has become the great club that we all love today.  
 
To mark the 50th anniversary, the Schuss board is discussing 
plans for a gala event next year to celebrate our magnificent 
history. One of the options under consideration is to combine the 
anniversary celebration with the club’s 2019 annual general 
meeting in March. The board will also take the opportunity of 
this historic occasion to canvass members about a possible 
change of name to Schuss Alpine Club (see below). 
 
In the normal Schuss AGM cycle, it will be Melbourne’s turn to host in 2019. However, if it were feasible, and if 
there was enough interest from members, we would be open to holding next year’s AGM and gala event at Mt 
Buller to mark the 50th birthday. 
 
To pull this off, we would need to make arrangements for additional accommodation at neighbouring lodges, 
which hopefully would not be too difficult in March.  There are other logistical issues with doing it all at Buller, 
however, and we will reserve a final decision on venues for both the AGM and the anniversary celebration. 
 
In the meantime, the board will contact members in coming weeks to gauge the level of interest in an 
anniversary event and AGM at our Buller lodge – photographed, above, in its classic original 1969 form, 
including the old entrance on the left side of the building. Thanks to Brian Angus for supplying the photo.   
 
The idea for the celebration was hatched at the Schuss board’s face-to-face meeting in Thredbo in April, when it 
was agreed to form an organising committee comprising Ingmar Wahlqvist, David Johnston and Ed Vercoe.  
 
The April board meeting also discuss long-mooted plans to change the club’s name from Schuss Ski Club to 
Schuss Alpine Club. It is a long time since our club was just about skiing; since the 1980s, when the first 
snowboards appeared in Australia, we have welcomed snowboarders and skiers alike. And in more recent 
decades we have increasingly promoted our lodges for year-round alpine pursuits like bushwalking. 
 
For some of us, the moniker ‘ski club’ feels unrepresentative of the broad range of interests of those who stay in 
our lodges.  But we won’t act without consulting the membership. An online survey will soon be sent out to 
gauge members’ opinions on this topic, along with their response to the anniversary celebration. 
 

Your old photos, please! 
AS SCHUSS gears up for its 50th anniversary, we are putting a request out to 
members and friends to dig into your old photo collections and send us some 
examples of good times around Schuss lodges down through the decades.  
Having kicked off in this edition of Schuss News with Brian Angus’ classic 
shot of the Buller lodge circa 1970, we would love to see – and publish – 
more shots from the past as we head towards our birthday. If you only have 
prints, please do what Brian did: photograph the photographs, or reproduce 
them digitally with Google’s PhotoScan app, and email them to the Schuss 
News Editor, tom.ormonde@hotmail.com  Please also email them to 
secretary@schuss.com.au for possible use in a club history book. 
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Review of winter, summer tariffs  
Short stays may get cheaper, summer rates up 3 per cent   
 
THE Schuss board is reviewing the winter tariff structures at its three lodges, with a view to possibly reducing 
the cost of short stays from winter 2019. 
 
The review comes in response to a survey of the costs of comparable club-style accommodation for guests at 
Thredbo, Falls Creek and Mt Buller. While Schuss bed rates are generally competitive for stays of three days or 
more, it is apparent that we are relatively more expensive – and therefore potentially uncompetitive – on 
weekends and during the week for stays of one or two nights. 
 
Under the current tariff structure at Schuss, the $36 room cleaning and linen charge is added in full to the first 
night’s accommodation charge. This has the effect of making short stays at Schuss relatively more expensive 
than at some other lodges, where fixed cleaning and linen charges are spread over multiple nights. 
 
It was agreed at the board’s April face-to-face meeting at Schuss Lodge Thredbo that we would review the 
existing tariff structure, with a possible move to spreading cleaning and linen charges over as many as 5-7 
nights. 
 
The decision came after our three lodge officers – Ingmar Wahlqvist (Mt Buller), Mike Sutherland (Falls 
Creek) and Tom Ormonde (Thredbo) – presented the results of their research benchmarking Schuss 
accommodation rates against comparable lodges at the respective resorts. 
 
While there were a few examples of other lodges loading fixed cleaning costs into the first night 
accommodation charge, the majority did not, which means we are more expensive than nearly all comparable 
lodges for weekend stays by non-members. 
 
Non-member bookings are a significant and vital source of revenue for the club, but are very sensitive to price 
competition – far more so than member bookings. It is therefore essential that our guest bed prices are 
competitive with comparable club lodges. 
 
To this end, the board will also consider offering discounted mid-week rates at Mt Buller, where our lodge is 
often full on weekends but tends to have too many beds to spare from Sunday to Friday, even in high season.  
 
We will present the results of the winter tariff structure review in the next edition of Schuss News. 
 
Meanwhile, the Schuss board has agreed on a modest 3 per cent increase in non-winter tariffs at all lodges for 
the 2018-2019 summer.  The increase, though slightly more than the inflation rate, comes off what we feel is 
still a very low base. 
 
Our research of bed prices at comparable lodges in Thredbo, Falls Creek and Mt Buller shows we remain highly 
competitive on summer rates for all lengths of stay. The board believes the modest increase in summer rates is 
necessary to ensure we recover our costs, which are ever increasing, as well as to put aside money for future 
maintenance and renovation of the lodges. 
 

Call-out for summer lodge managers 
 
THE Schuss board is seeking expressions of interest from members who would like to act as lodge managers 
during the 2018-2019 summer, particularly during the busier periods from Christmas into January. 
 
The board is keen to promote increased summer occupancy at our lodges, and is therefore ready to hear from 
anyone who would like to look after a lodge in exchange for free accommodation. Summer management is 
easier than winter management – there’s no snow shovelling required, for example – and we are open to any 
length of service, from a week or more.  If you are interested, please send your email inquiry to 
secretary@schuss.com.au. 
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AGM 2018 

New faces join the Schuss board 

 

 
Schuss board members convene on the balcony at Thredbo in April. From left, Mike Sutherland,  
Andrew Briggs, Stephen West, Susie Anderson, Tom Ormonde, Ed Vercoe, Peter Dall, Amanda Jacob, 
Carina O’Brien, David Johnston, Damian Waldron and Ingmar Wahlqvist. 
 

Susie Anderson takes over as club secretary 
 
THREE new first-time directors have joined the Schuss board and are already putting shoulders to the wheel 
for the club after they were elected at the 2018 annual general meeting in Adelaide. 
 
Sydney-based Susie Anderson, a regular visitor to Schuss Thredbo with her husband John and daughters Lulu 
and Edwina, has immediately stepped into the key role of club secretary following her election. The board is 
hugely appreciative of Susie’s decision to take on the role, in which she has already demonstrated great skill 
and dedication. Susie takes over as secretary from fellow Sydney member and Thredbo regular Brad 
McDonell, who did not seek re-election to the board in 2018. 
 
Andrew Briggs, also from Sydney, successfully sought election to the board following his appointment last 
year, jointly with wife Meryl, to the role of Schuss booking secretary.  While Andrew and Meryl have been 
doing a great job in the booking role, they will be better equipped for the task with one of them participating in 
board proceedings. 
 
The other new director is Melbourne-based Amanda Jacob, whose election continues a family tradition of 
service to the club. Amanda’s sister Carina O’Brien is already a member of the Schuss board, her father Ross 
Jacob is a former lodge manager at Thredbo, and her mother Barbara did a stint as booking secretary last year.  
 
Three other incumbent directors – David Johnston, Mike Sutherland and Ed Vercoe – were re-elected for 
fresh two-year terms.  Ingmar Wahlqvist was re-elected unopposed as chairman. 
 
The new directors were formally welcomed to the board at its annual face-to-face meeting, held in April at the 
newly renovated Schuss Lodge Thredbo. The board warmly welcomes all three new board members, and 
expresses thanks to departed directors Brad McDonell, Antonia Garling and Elissa Raptis.  
 
• An updated list of Schuss directors and their contact details is at the end of this newsletter. 



AGM 2018 

Club legends honoured at Adelaide meeting 
 
By TOM ORMONDE 
 
SCHUSS honoured three venerable club legends – Trevor Pozza, Brian Angus and  
Lu Balsamo – at the club’s 2018 annual general meeting in Adelaide on 16 March. 
 
In contrast to the rain-sodden (though jolly) Sydney AGM in 2017, the festival city 
turned on a pleasant and balmy Friday night for our gathering at the Public Schools 
Club in the city centre, where a healthy crowd of members, friends and family turned 
out for dinner and drinks with board members, followed by the formal meeting. 
 
Lu Balsamo – distinguished Adelaide architect, long-time Schuss member and regular 
visitor with his delightful wife Judy to our Thredbo lodge – was presented with a box 
of fine McLaren Vale wine in (modest) recognition of his extraordinarily creative and 
generous service to the club over more than 40 years. 
 
Lu was a member of a small team that designed our most visually spectacular lodge at 
Falls Creek in the late 1970s, under the direction of the late renowned John Morphett. 
Lu has continued to be a rich source of information about the workings of the lodge to 
the club, in particular to long-time lodge officer Rob Hogan. The lodge remains an 
elegant tribute to the skill and dedication of Lu and the HASSELL architects team. 
 
In 2014, almost 40 years after the Falls project, Lu agreed to be honorary architect for 
our redevelopment at Thredbo. In the face of a then impossibly modest budget and a 
sometimes demanding board, Lu worked tirelessly – donating countless hours and 
subjecting himself many times to forensic questioning from anxious board members – 
before coming up with a beautiful concept for the transformation of the lodge. 
 
In the end, we lacked the budget to deliver fully on Lu’s vision, which included a mezzanine level above the 
lounge area. However, his original concepts for the kitchen, dining and living areas were largely realised. Lu’s 
son Anthony Balsamo, of architects Walter Brooke, subsequently (and independently) took on the job of 
completing a final design for the Thredbo makeover and overseeing construction. Thanks to the efforts and 
talents of Lu and Anthony, we have since seen the realisation of our long-held ambition for our Thredbo lodge.  
 
As convenor of the board’s Thredbo redevelopment committee, I had planned to make a presentation to Lu at 
the AGM in recognition of his selfless service to the club on the Thredbo project. Unfortunately, he had a prior 
engagement. But we managed to get him and Judy along to the dinner before the AGM, say a few words of 
appreciation, and send him off to his Adelaide Festival engagement with a six-pack of fine SA plonk. 
 
Trevor Pozza, a key figure in the establishment of the club’s Thredbo base in the 1980s, was honoured by long-
time board member David Johnston. With stints as club secretary and chairman in the late 1970s and early 
1980s, Trevor was one of a handful of dedicated people who steered the initiation and rapid expansion of the 
club from its original base at Mt Buller to Falls Creek and then Thredbo. 
 
Trevor remains a great presence around the club, particularly at Thredbo, where he convenes every August 
with fellow venerable Schuss lodgers known affectionately as ‘The Grumpies’.  Although he has now passed on 
his Schuss membership to his daughter, we hope and expect to continue to be graced with Trevor’s urbane, 
opinionated, thoroughly decent and pleasant company around the lodge.  
 
Another giant from the club’s 70s-80s expansion period, Brian Angus, was also honoured at the AGM by David 
Johnston in his ‘History Corner’ segment.  Brian was club Treasurer when Schuss acquired the lease over our 
Parallel Street site in Falls Creek in 1977, leading to the construction of the lodge that we know and love today. 
In 1982 Brian began a five-year stint as Schuss chairman, overseeing the purchase of Palmers Lodge at 
Thredbo, which was subsequently rebadged as Schuss Lodge and substantially redeveloped in 1986. His great 
legacy lives on in the newly refurbished Schuss Lodge Thredbo. 

Brian Angus 

Trevor Pozza 

Lu Balsamo 



AGM 2018 

Our chairman speaks 
 
Highlights from the Adelaide AGM address by Schuss chairman Ingmar Wahlqvist 
 
LAST year my family had the extraordinary experience of spending five-and-a-half months away from home. 
We kicked off with a big trip through the northwest of Australia, driving a 4WD from Perth to Darwin. After 
spending less than 24 hours back in Melbourne, we repacked and headed to Mt Buller.  
 
Some of you met my family during that time, as my wife, Laura, managed the Buller lodge. It was an 
unforgettable time that will live in my children’s memories forever.  
 
The deeper meaning of that time was that we were able to spend together as a family. It was an opportunity to 
meet new people, to make new friendships, to deepen existing ones. And – most of all – it was unforgettable 
because we forged new connections with that beautiful natural environment. 
 
I put it to you that this is the type of opportunity this club affords to all of us. It brings home to me what it 
means to be part of this club: 

• Together we forge a community 
• In so doing, we create and nurture way more than the sum of our parts 
• Collectively we create opportunities for ourselves and for each other that would be otherwise 

unavailable for most of us. 

In the light of that, I ask you what is our shared vision as a club? An AGM is the perfect time to consider that.  
 
Last winter at Mt Buller one of my favourite things to do was to walk up the hill behind the lodge, wading 
through the thigh-deep snow, to arrive at a small clearing at the top of the hill, looking out over the valley below 
and towards Mt Stirling.  
 
And once I was there, I would simply lie in the snow, listening to the wind in the trees, and feeling the cold 
snow against my back. It was heaven. 
 
As members of Schuss, we experience the joys of those mountains, the smell of the eucalypts, the thrill of the 
intensely cold air. We experience the rugged beauty of the alpine environment. We also experience its fragility 
in the face of threats such as fire, flood, erosion, human encroachment, and climate change. 
 
So, here’s my pitch. I like to think that as individuals and as a club we have a consciousness about the intrinsic 
value of the natural areas where our lodges are situated. I also like to think that we have a responsibility to 
safeguard and to advocate for them. 
 
And so, I encourage you to be confident that, through twinned thought and action, together, we can preserve 
and protect our mountains. We can help save our winters.  This is important.  
 
That’s the philosophical and reflective. What about the practical? How are we achieving the nitty gritty things 
we must achieve to keep our club not only viable, but thriving? 
 
We continue to be active in maintaining and improving the amenity that the club provides.  
 
In terms of our lodges: 

• With a couple of small exceptions, the Thredbo renovation was completed prior to last ski season, on 
time and on budget, with the addition of new windows and a magnificent deck. We’ll continue to refresh 
that lodge as time and resources allow. 

• All going well, there’ll be some works completed at the Buller lodge prior to the ski season, mainly to 
the decaying balcony, and these will works will be extended in the next summer period. 

• Preparations for the Falls Creek lease renewal will begin in earnest now that we can focus on that 
undertaking. 



In addition, many of you will have visited the new website and made use of the new on-line booking system, 
which I’m sure you’ll agree are significant improvements. The booking system is going to give us great 
functionality, including excellent reporting capabilities.  
 
And what about our people? We express our gratitude to the prime movers on these last initiatives, including 
our booking secretary Meryl, and board members Elissa, and particularly, Carina. Well done fellow Schuss-ers. 
 
But what about those who are sailing off to new adventures?  
 
We extend sincere thanks and reluctant farewells to Brad McDonell and Antonia Garling, who are both 
stepping down from the board. Antonia has been a wise and steady presence, and Brad has, of course been our 
reliable club secretary. We are sorry to see them go, and wish them both well. 
 
Fellow members, let’s embrace the remarkable opportunities our club offers us. Let’s enjoy it. Let’s share it with 
our friends and families so that they too understand how special it is. Let’s nurture it. Let’s protect it. 
 

Want to sell your Schuss membership? 
 
SCHUSS has recently experienced an upsurge of interest from people wanting to buy memberships in our club. 
Unfortunately for these prospective members, we are in the unusual situation of having no current members 
offering to sell.  
 
Are you interested in selling your Schuss membership? Now could be a good time to find a buyer.  
  
First, here’s a reminder on how the system works.  The club keeps two lists of people interested in selling their 
memberships: one is public on the club’s website (name and contact details listed), and the other is private. For 
those on the private list, our membership secretary Stephen West will pass on inquiries from potential buyers. 
  
Membership transfer is a private deal between seller and buyer, and the club is not involved until an agreement 
is struck. You then follow a formal process in which the seller notifies the Board of the intention to sell, the 
buyer applies to the Board for membership and, once Board approvals are in place, the seller and buyer finalise 
the transfer at whatever price was agreed. 
  
So if you are interested in selling your membership or want to know more about the process, please contact 
Stephen West on 0419 568 084, or send an email to membership@schuss.com.au. 
 

Buller offers online discounts for parking and taxis 
 
MT BULLER has slashed the price of winter resort entry, 
parking and transport between car parks and the village for 
visitors prepared to pay in advance online. The resort says 
parking fees in winter 2018 will be 20 per cent below 2017 
levels if you book online. Adult fares for taxis to village 
accommodation have been cut from $23 to $14.40 online. 
 
The online discounts mark a welcome change at a resort 
where parking and over-snow transport fees, in the humble 
opinion of Schuss News, have always been something of a 
deterrent to visitation. Perhaps those in charge at Falls Creek 
should take notes and provide some relief from their own 
onerous parking and over-snow transport charges.  
 

Schuss News 
SCHUSS News is published four times a year – in February, May, October and December. Editor Tom Ormonde 
will gratefully receive editorial and pictorial contributions from Schuss members.  Send your contribution to 
tom.ormonde@hotmail.com 
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Schuss Ski Club Board 2018 
Club postal address: PO Box 768, Braeside, Vic 3195 

Ingmar Wahlqvist 03 9690 5200  0422 556 732 Chairman 
63 Canterbury Road ingmarw@mac.com Finance Committee  
Middle Park  Vic 3206  Mt Buller Lodge Officer 
   
Andrew Briggs 0419 809 325 Booking Secretary 
128 Bathurst St abyunme@gmail.com  
Pitt Town  NSW  2756 bookings@schuss.com.au  
   
Mike Sutherland 02 6921 9006  0418 204 230 Falls Creek Lodge Officer 
28 The Esplanade michial.s@nghenvironmental.com.au  
Wagga Wagga NSW 
2650 fclodgeofficer@schuss.com.au  

   
Amanda Jacob 0403 749 350 Marketing Committee 
2 Lascelles Sq  ajacob@y7mail.com  
Kensington Vic 3031 marketing@schuss.com.au  
   
Carina O’Brien 0408 482 991 Marketing Committee 
2/2 Amaroo Court carinajacob@ymail.com Mt Buller Lodge Officer (backup) 
Box Hill North Vic 3129   
   
David Johnston 08 8431 6482  0417 083 192 Finance Committee 
5 Warren Street djohnst1@internode.on.net Manager Selection Committee 
Burnside SA 5066   
   
Susie Anderson 02 9363 5668  0418 220 182 Company Secretary 

1/9 Marathon Mews saanderson@bigpond.com  
Double Bay  NSW  2028 secretary@schuss.com.au  
   
Tom Ormonde 0402 096 621 Thredbo Lodge Officer 
185 Scotchmer Street tom.ormonde@hotmail.com Newsletter Editor 
Fitzroy North  Vic  3068   
   
Ed Vercoe 0410 588 712 Thredbo Lodge Officer Assistant 
PO Box 810 egvercoe@me.com Marketing Committee 
Normanville  SA  5204   
   
Stephen West 03 9534 3131  0419 568 084 Membership Secretary  
2/296 Beaconsfield Parade membership@schuss.com.au Finance Committee 
Middle Park  VIC  3206 stephen.west@y7mail.com Governance 
   
Peter Dall 0414 583 233 Treasurer 
PO Box 796 treasurer@schuss.com.au Public Officer 
Braeside, Vic 3195 peter.dall@mortgagechoice.com.au Finance Committee 
  Mount Buller Lodge Officer (Backup) 
Damian Waldron 0419 912 461 IT Liaison 
11 Sky Court damian.waldron@gmail.com  
Jan Juc Vic 3228   
   

 
 
 



Appointed club officers 
 

Robert Hogan 08 8276 5697  0407 293 945 Falls Creek Lodge Officer Assistant 
17 Prince George Parade  robhogan@adam.com.au  
Col Light Gardens SA 5041   
   
Cameron Sands 0419 825 820 IT 
13 Lynton Avenue 
Millswood  SA  5034 

csands@internode.on.net 
schussit@schuss.com.au  
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